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LIBRARY LEGISLATION FOR WISCONSIN 


Many measures of far-reaching impor- 
tance affecting library interests were sub- 
mitted to the legislature at the session 
which came to aclose in June. All 
bills which had the approval of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission se- 
cured favorable consideration. Most of 
these were introduced at the instance of 
the Commission. The new laws pertaining 
to phases of library work in this state are 
the following: 

For the establishment of a permanent 
school of library science to be conducted by 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
and making an annual allowance of $3,500 
additional to the appropriation heretofore 
given for instructional work. 

Increasing the appropriation for the 
legislative reference and document depart- 
ment conducted by the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission from $2,500 to $4,500, to 
permit the publication of bulletin series and 
to extend the work in other directions. 

Permitting the establishment of public li- 
braries and reading rooms in any city, vil- 
lage or town without reference to popula- 
tion. (The law as formerly enacted pro- 


hibited towns containing Jess than - 1,000 * 


population from availing themselves of the 
privileges accorded by the general library 
law.) 

Permitting the appointment of library 
boards to comprise three members each, for 
villages and towns, with authority to make 


suitable provision for the care of traveling 
libraries belonging to the county or state 
systems. These boards, when appointed by 
the village or town trustees, will supersede 
the local voluntary organizations which 
now receive traveling libraries and attend 
to the payment of freight charges and dis- 
tribution of books. The library board so 
constituted may, when it is intended to es- 
tablish a permanent library, transfer its 
property to a board of six members cre- 
ated in accordance with the law now in 
force, to which the new law becomes a 
pendant. The intent of the new law is 
chiefly to encourage in villages and towns 
which are now traveling library stations 
merely, the beginnings of a permanent li- 
brary. 

Amending the law relating to library en- 
dowments so as to safe-guard the adminis- 
tration of such trusts, and providing for 
examination of accounts by and reports to 
the state bank examiner. 

Extending the operation of the free pub- 
lic lecture act so as to permit boards of 
education to make appropriations for lec- 
tures on literary, scientific and kindred 
topics to be given in the auditoriums of 
public libraries. 

So amending the township library law 
that “the board of directors of any free 
public library and the board of education 
of any town, village or city wherein a free 
public library is maintained, may make 
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such exchanges and loans of books as may 
be agreed upon for the purpose of increas- 
ing the efficiency of both libraries and in- 
suring the best service to the schools and 
to all citizens.” Heretofore, although cer- 
tain books in school libraries may gather 
dust upon the shelves from months of dis- 
use, it has not been permitted to transfer 
them to the local public library, where they 
would prove of great service to the 
entire community whose taxes enabled their 
purchase. The same law will effect a radi- 
cal change in selection of books in that the 
school library tax of 10 cents per capita 
for every person of school age is to be ex- 
pended hereafter through the county super- 
intendents instead of the town clerks. 

The legislature also granted authority to 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion to cause catalog cards to be printed 
for the books included in the township li- 
brary list compiled by his department. It 
is the intention to furnish from seven to 
twenty cards for each book title, and the 
estimated cost of printing the sets is placed 
at $5,000. 

The Secretary of the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission has been made a mem- 
ber of the following boards: A commis- 
sion of three members to secure bids and 
let a contract for supplying books and 
periodicals to the schools of the state; a 
commission to plan for a military history 
of Wisconsin. 

As the result of a controversy growing 
out of the construction of the Manitowoc 
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Carnegie building, the Judiciary Committee 
of the Senate caused a bill to be introduced 
permitting claimants for moneys due on 
contracts, to appeal to the circuit court in 
case of disallowance. Upon judgment se- 
cured on such appeal, it is made the duty 
of the Board to pay the amount of the 
claim. 


The legislative bills affecting library in- 
terests and their sponsors in the respective 
houses were the following: 

No. 42, S., by Senator Stout—To amend 
chater 238, laws of 1899, relating to a school 
of library science, and making an appropriation 
therefor. 

No. 43, S., by Senator Stout—To amend 
chapter 238, laws of 1903, relating to a legis- 
lative reference room, and making an appropri- 
ation therefor. 

No. 228, S., by Senator Stout—To amend 
chapter 336, laws of 1901, authorizing free 
public lectures on educational subjects. 

No. 540, S., by the Committee on Educa- 
tion—To amend section 486a of the statutes 
of 1898 as amended by chapter 272 of the 
laws of 1899, relating to the selection of books 
for ee libraries. 

No. 543, S., by the Committee on Judiciary— 
To add a new section to the statutes of 1898, 
to be numbered 933a, relating to claims against 
library boards. 

No. 193, A.. by Mr. Saugen—To amend sec- 
tion 931 of the statutes of 1898, as amended 
by chapter 89 of the laws of 1899, as amended 
by chapter 203 of the laws of 1901, relating 
to the establishment of free public libraries. 

No. 299, A., by Mr. Ekern—To amend sec- 
tion 936a, chapter 293. laws of 1903. relating 
to the care of endowments for public libraries. 

No. 764, A., by the Committee on Educa- 
tion—To amend chapter 41 of the statutes of 
1898, authorizing the appointment of library 
boards in villages and towns. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS IN INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Miss Cornetta Marvin, Library Instructor 


It is important to have good editions of 
children’s books. There is little choice of 
editions in current and copyrighted books, 
but wide difference in the classics, most ot 
which are obtainable in non-copyrighted 
editions. In a few cases, pirated editions 
of recent works are better for library use 
and cheaper than the regular edition. No 
one can approve of the morals of the pub- 
lisher who appropriates books, but if he 
furnishes a cheaper edition or one which 
wears better, it takes a certain amount of 
courage to resist his wares. An instance 
is the Altemus edition of Peter Rabbit, 
which sells for 17 cents, while the original 
Warne edition costs 33 cents. The Blue 
fairy book in Burt's Fairy library sells for 
37 cents, and Longman’ s edition for $1.25. 
To be sure the latter is a finer book but it 
will wear no longer, and the first is re- 


> 


spectable, attractive, desirable, and easily 
replaced. 

It is wise to get inexpensive editions for 
general circulation, to duplicate freely and 
replace often. If soiled, they may be de- 
stroyed without great loss. Clean books in 
less expensive though respectable editions 
are better than soiled copies which cost 
more originally. No one would advise 
poor, cheap-looking books under any cir- 
cumstances—poor paper, worse print, and 
cheap covers. I am not advocating the or- 
dinary cheap book. But there are inex- 
pensive editions of good books which will 
very well serve for library use. It is well 
to have a few fine editions for table use 
and occasional circulation. Children have 
more respect and love for attractive vol- 
umes. 

Many lists of children’s books contain 
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only the expensive editions, which are en- 
tirely beyond the means of the small li- 
brary, and which might not be freely du- 
plicated in the large library. The book 
buyer for the ordinary public library 
wishes to know what edition of Grimm is 
attractive, has good wearing qualities, a 
smooth, even translation, and is reasonable 
in price. He seeks information in regard 
to various cheap series, that he may know 
which are reliable and what the selling 
price is. 

When the Christmas book exhibit is 
made in November, to help parents to se- 
lect Christmas gifts, some inexpensive edi- 
tions should be shown. The local dealer 
will usually be quite willing to carry these 
in stock. 

With these points in mind I have pre- 
pared a few notes on editions. The pres- 
ent list is one of cheap series: (a) of non- 
copyrighted books, chiefly reprints of the 
classics, (b) series of copyrighted books 
containing the classics, reprints, adapta- 
tions, and abridgments. Later will come 
notes on the many editions of such writ- 
ings as the fairy tales of Grimm and An- 
dersen, and Lamb’s Tales from Shaks- 
peare. 

Many of these series are uniform in 
style, others vary in binding, print and 
paper. Most of the school texts of Eng- 
lish classics have been omitted. Of all 
school readings there are many excellent 
editions. 

It is well to buy one or two of many of 
these editions given below, see how they 
wear, and how the children like them. If 
the library does not own the Trade list 
annual, it should send for catalogs of in- 
dividual publishers and so secure lists of 
all books in each series. 

Aside from points noted, it is important 
to know selling prices, as discounts vary 
considerably. The characteristics of each 
series should be known that the numerous 
quotations in the trade list under any 
classic may not be so bewildering. 

The following notes have been made 
from examination of the books and obser- 
vation in public libraries. They are in no 
sense claimed to be final, but are given for 
the benefit of the librarian who has not had 
opportunity to see the books or to try their 
wearing qualities. 


Inexpensive series, chiefly non-copyrighted. 
(Arranged by publisher) 


Burt—Fairy library. List $1, sell at 37c. 
Use for Grimm, Lang. Good cheap edi- 


tion. 
— Young folks’ library. List T5c, sell 19c. 
i 


Fair. 

Crowell—Children’s favorite classics. List 50c, 
sell 33c. Uniform style. Cloth back and 
paper sides. Bright color. ‘Will show 
wear quickly. May use for Aesop’s fa- 
bles, Water babies, Adventures of @ 
brownie. 
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Estes—Young of heart series. List 50c, sell 
32c. Fair. May use for Child of Urbino, 
Jackanapes, Editha’s burglar. 

Ginn—Home and school library. 


Prices vary 
from 30c to 9vc. 


Unattractive covers. 


Wear well. Good print and paper. Many 
good books. 
Heath—Home and school classics. Prices vary 


from 20c to 60c. Later edition in more 
attractive covers. Excellent binding, print, 
paper, editing. Good _ selection. Use 


freely. 

Little—Children’s friend series. List 50c, sell 
382c. Good for Lear’s Nonsense rhymes, 
Story of a short life, Jackanapes. At- 
tractive. Not best for wear. 

Longmans—Supplementary readers. List 15¢ 
to 40c. Reprints from Lang’s Fairy 
books. Use entire series. 

Macmillan—lIllustrated pocket classics for the 
young. 80c. Long discount. Best and 
most attractive series. Use for Water 
babies, Tom Brown, Alice, and all titles 
desired which are in list. 

— Pocket American and English classics. 
List 25c. Excellent for poems, Lady of 
the Lake, ete. 

Page—Cosy corner series. List 50c, sell 31c. 
Some new copyright titles. Good for 
many standards, Dog of Flanders, Little 
lame prince, ete. Attractive, but will not 
wear so well as the Heath books. 


Rand, McNally—Canterbury classics. Prices 
vary from 25c to 40c. Appearance of 
school books. Lines numbered. Good 


editions with notes and excellent reading 
lists suggestive for story hours. Good 
print, paper, illustrations and binding. 


Copyrighted series 


American book co.—Eclectic school nentngs. 
Prices vary from 25c to 60c. Well made. 
Many good books. Some standards. Cov- 
ers unattractive. 

Appleton—Home reading books. Prices vary 
from 50c to 75c. Wear well. Many un- 
attractive in style. Editions of some 
standards—Froissart, Arabian Nights, 
Marco Polo. 

Coates—Roundabout library. List 75c,_ sell 
36c. Poor list. Cheap books. Avoid. 
Crowell—Sunshine library. 50c. Fairly at- 
tractive copyrighted books. A few good 

titles, among them Blind brother. 

Ginn—Youth’s companion series. Prices vary 
from 25c to 30c. Published by Perry 
Mason and by Ginn. Use Ginn editions. 
Books smaller, better divided and in bet- 
ter shape. Articles from Youth’s compan- 


on. 
Ginn—Publish two editions, educational and 


trade. Trade editions In more attractive 
covers and cost more. Get a few for 
change, especially for Jane Andrews’s 


books. Seven little sisters is 50c in edu- 
cational list and there are two editions, 
75e and $1 in trade department’s list. 


Harper—Harper’s young people’s series. List 
60c, sell 35c.. For Lillie, Otis, ete. 
Houghton—Riverside literature series. Prices 


vary from 25c to 60c. Double numbers 
good if for one author. Fine series, dura- 
ble, but not attractive to children. Get 
Evangeline in this series in illustrated edi- 
tion. 

— Riverside school library. Prices vary 
from 60c to 70c. Many same a8 Riverside 
literature series, except half leatner bind- 
ing and better paper. Use freely for An- 
dersen, Grimm, Lamb, Defoe and other 
standards. 

Little—Boys’ and girls’ bookshelf. List 75e, 


sell 38c. Good volumes. Few desirable 
titles. Use for Alcott, for Jolly good 
times, Hope Benham and Sparrow the 


tramp. 
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Putnam’s—Knickerbocker series for young peo- 
' ple. List $1.25, sell 78c. Few useful 


volumes. Not attractive. Use for Taylor, 


leston. 
Scribner—Popular series for young people. 
List 75c, sell 37c. Use for all Sain 
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Scribner’s series of school reading. List, net 
Oc, sell 45c. Selected from their lar 
copyrighted works. Excellent. Use for 
Seton, Slocum, Pyle’s Robin Hood, 





THE LIBRARY SUMMER SCHOOL 


The eleventh annual session of the Wis- 
consin Summer School for Library Train- 
ing opened on May Ist, and closed on June 
23rd. There were twenty students in at- 
tendance, most of them from Wisconsin 
public libraries. 

The Summer School is the most impor- 
tant instructional work of the Commission. 
Its aim is to give librarians an insight into 
the best modern library methods and to 
adapt these methods to small libraries and 
Jocal conditions. Without some organiza- 
tion a library can not well serve its public. 
In the school the librarian studies classifi- 
cation and arrangement of books on the 
shelves, some method which will bring to- 
gether all books on one subject, and so 
mark them that they may always be re- 
turned to their places and may easily be 
located by anyone using the library. 

The lessons on cataloging are the most 
important, as well as the most difficult part 
of the work. It is necessary that the li- 
brarian should know how to index by au- 
thor, title and subject all the material in 
the library. If authors’ names were all as 
simple as John Smith, and there were no 
changes of names, no pseudonyms, no pre- 
fix or compound names, and no titled au- 
thors, one part of the cataloging would be 
made much easier. The cataloger’s prob- 
lem is to collect in one place in the catalog 
references to all of the books and articles 
by the same author, whether written under 
his own name, anonymously, or under a 
pseudonym; and to make references from 
various forms of the author’s name to the 
one form which has been chosen as entry. 
As examples may be given Disraeli, who is 
equally well known as Beaconsfield, and 
Lytton, who is often cited as Bulwer. In 
the subject catalog difficulties are increased, 
as it is necessary to allow for the many 
terms used for the same subject. One in- 
quirer will ask for a book on natural phil- 
osophy, another one wishing the same 
thing will look for physics, and a_ third 
wishes a book on heat, light or one of 
the other divisions of this subject. The 
cataloger must choose one term for her 
entry, make references from the numerous 
synonyms and allied terms to the one un- 
der which she has listed the library’s re- 
sources on the subject, also from the gen- 
eral subject to its divisions. 


The question of book buying is a serious 
one. Many libraries waste a large per- 
centage of the book funds because of lack 
of knowledge of editions, of reliable refer- 
ence books, and of opportunities for 
cheaper buying. 

The Jessons on the loan system are de- 
voted to explaining the various methods of 
keeping the records of the library’s trans- 
actions with the borrowers from day to 
day. These should be kept as accurately 
and as simply as possible, without wasting 
the time of the librarian or of the bor- 
rower. The libraries represented have 
from 12,000 to 80,000 transactions with bor- 
rowers each year and have accounts to 
keep with hundreds or thousands of 
readers. 

The study of reference books is intended 
to facilitate the use of this part of the li- 
brary by the librarian; to give her an in- 
timate knowledge of the best reference 
books, their cost, comparative value and 
use; also the ability to teach others how 
to use the library; to give the necessary in- 
struction in the schools, desirable aid to 
clubs and individual students. 

The visits to the binderies and the les- 
sons on library binding ought to mean an 
economy in time and money. The stu- 
dents are taught what a durable binding 
should be, what materials to use, the cost 
and the wearing qualities of different bind- 
ings. The visits to the binderies give a 
practical insight into the various processes. 

There are also lectures on administra- 
tion, business routine, buildings and furni- 
ture; on the library movement, on typical 
libraries of today, and a course on practical 
work with and for children. 

There are always two classes a day and 
occasionally three. Following the morning 
lecture, which is from 8 until 9 o’clock, 
three hours are given to practice work in 
cataloging, reference problems and library 
records. From 2 until 3 o’clock there is a 
lecture, also followed by practical work in 
classification, use of documents and ex- 
planation of supplies. It is hard work, but 
it seems impossible to plan so short a 
course satisfactorily and make it easy. The 
supplementary course, which is given every 
other year, does not require so much prac- 
tical work. It gives more help in com- 
parative methods, selection of books and 
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important points in administration, each 
year being devoted to some special line of 
work, 

The Commission has a library for Sum- 
mer School work, and it is on this that the 
practical work in cataloging, classification 
and other records is done. There is also 
a model library of children’s books, with 
which students are expected to become 
familiar, learning what editions are best 
for small libraries. There are practical 
exhibits of bindings and supplies. A good 
collection of iibrary literature makes all 
desirable material accessible. 

Members of library boards may be in- 
terested in knowing just what their librar- 
ians and assistants have been doing at the 
Summer School. It is to be hoped that in- 
creased efficiency will bear testimony to the 
fact they have not been wasting time, and 
that they have received valuable informa- 
tion. 


TOPICAL OUTLINE OF SUMMER SCHOOL WORK. 


Librarianship. The 
brary literature. 


library movement. Li- 

Library training schools. 
Associations. Commissions. Traveling li- 
braries. The Library of Congress. Some 
typical libraries and their activities. The 
librarian’s needs. Librarians’ aids. 

Administration. Government and service. Li- 
brary law. Hours and days of opening. 
Business, records, accounts, supplies, type- 
writers. The budget. Inventory. Reports 
and statistics. Developing interest, exten- 
sion, library lectures, advertising. Bulletins. 


Exhibits. Library activities. Local history 
collections. Museums. Libraries and coun- 
try people. Books for the blind. The read- 


ing room. Branches and stations. 
ing a library. Reorganization. 
Bookbuying. Aids in selection. Prjnciples of 
book selection. The fiction problem. Chil- 
dren's books. Ordering books (methods, 
agents, checking and paying bills). Book 
prices, discounts, second-hand catalog, cheap 
buying. Good editions. Cheap series. What 
to avoid in bookbuying. Weeding out. Books 
for foreigners. Objectionable and doubtful 


Organiz- 


authors. 
Binding. Materials. Processes. Library bind- 
ing. Patent bindings. Binding records. 


Mending. Visits to binderies. 

Children’s work. Aim. Importance. The 
children’s room. Exhibits and attractions. 
Rules. Hours of opening. Quality of books. 
Picture books. Teaching care of books. Dis- 
cipline. Guiding the _ reading. Library 
leagues. Clubs. Story hour. Book marks. 
Picture _ bulletins. Library and_ school. 
School duplicate collections. Use of pic- 
tures. Books for boys. Reference work. 
Children’s catalog and classification. Aids. 

Public documents. United States doctiments 
(5 lessons on value, distribution, use, care, 
indexes, what to get). State and local doc- 


uments. 

Buildings. Plan. Furniture and fittings. 
Lighting. Decoration. 

Loan department. Rules and_ regulations. 
ivileges. Loan s¢iesk work. Charging sys- 
tems (kinds, supplies). Statistics. Pent 


collections. Teachers’ privileges. Registra- 
tion. Fines. Aids for readers and numer- 
= nd points which need not be given in 
etail. 

Accession department. Mechanical preparation 
of books (collating, pocketing, embossing, cut- 
ting, sand-papering, varnishing, ‘etc.). Ac- 
cession records. Withdrawals. Gifts. Ex- 
changes. Pamphlets. Classified record. 
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Shelf department. Arrangement. Supplies. 
Care and cleaning. Care of pamphlets, clip- 


pings, maps. Book numbers. The shelf list. 
Inventory. 
Reference work. Methods, aid, equipment. 


Cost of reference books. Teaching use of li- 
brary in schools, clubs, and public classes. 
Study of best reference books in the fol- 
lowing classes—American trade bibliography, 
indexes, dictionaries, cyclopedias, literature, 
topical outlines, history, atlases, biography, 
geography, special subject cyclopedias, peri- 
odicals. All books are examined and exer- 
cises are assigned, giving practice in the use 
of books. 

Classification. Principles. Systems. Ten 
lessong on use of the Dewey decimal classi- 
fication, 

Cataloging. Fifteen lessons on form and en- 
try; ten on subject headings; and two on 
supplies, printed cards, and simplifying 
rules for small libraries. 


The school has been very fortunate this 
year in having for instructor in cataloging 
Miss Hester Coddington, head cataloger ot 
the University library, formerly of the Li- 
brary of Congress. Miss Edna Lyman, 
who has been so successful in children’s 
work in the Oak Park, IIl., public library, 
has given the lectures on this subject. 
Miss M. E. Ahern, editor of Public Li- 
braries, gave three instructive lectures on 
the work of the leading public libraries and 
on librarianship. Mr. A. Hutchins’ 
talks on Library activities, Books for boys 
and Libraries for country people, were 
helpful and inspiring. The lectures on 
documents were given by Miss Julia Mer- 
rill, of the Document department; on bind- 
ing, by Miss Katharine I. MacDonald; 
Mr. Henry E. Legler gave a talk on the 
history of the book, suggesting lines of 
study and reading for future work outside 
of school. Miss L. E. Stearns visited the 
school to speak upon traveling libraries 
and “A neglected phase.” The rest of the 
instruction was given by the director, Miss 
Cornelia Marvin. The revisers were Miss 
Ono M. Imhoff and Miss Jessie D. Melvill. 


STUDENT LIST 


Alvord, Grace, Whitewater, Wis., assistant 
Normal school library 

Biggert, Margaret, Berlin, Wis., librarian, Pub- 
lic librar: \ 

Bossard, Lina, La Crosse, Wis., assistant Pub- 
lic library 

Bunker, Kathryne, Waupun, Wis., librarian 
Public library 

Butlin, Iva M., Beloit, Wis., assistant College 
library 

Clausen, me C., Neenah, Wis., assistant 
Public librar 

Cole, Louretta 4a, Marshfield, Wis., assistant 
Public librar 

Dean, Mildred, ‘pau Claire, Wis., assistant Pub- 
lic librar, 

Gasser, i Arcadia, Wis., librarian Pub- 
lie library. ? 

Hathorn, Rose, Janesville, Wis., children’s li- 
brarian Public library 

MeVeety, Mrs. =. ——. N. Dak., librarian 
Agricultural college rary 

ete, Gertrude J., Lake Geneva, Wis., libra- 
rian Public library 

Pattison, Florence M., Merrill, Wis. assistant 
Public library 
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Radford,. Mary R., Oshkosh, Wis., 
Public library 

Rogers, Lilian M., Rice Lake, Wis., assistant 
Publie library 

Schauers, Jennie 8., Oconto, Wis., 
Public library 

Sprague, Joanna H., Salt Lake City, Utah, li- 

brarian Public library 


assistant 


assistant 
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Stevens, Grace, Oshkosh, Wis., assistant Pub- 
lic library a 2 
al., li- 


Carrie §S., San Bernardino, 
brarian Public library 
Weed, Esther, Oshkosh, Wis., assistant Public 
library 
CORNELIA MARVIN, 
Director. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


NEWS AND NOTES CONCERNING WISCONSIN LIBRARIES 


LIBRARIANS 

Dessaint. Miss Ophelia G. Dessaint, who 
attended Summer School in 1903, was re- 
cently married at Grand Rapids to Mr. 
Walter Dennis of Port Arthur, Ontario. 

Drake. Miss Jeanette Drake, for the 
past two years employed as organizer for 
the Commission, has accepted the position 
of librarian at Jacksonville, Ill. Miss 
Drake has made many friends in Wiscon- 
sin, whose good wishes accompany her. 

Marvin. Miss Cornelia Marvin has been 
elected secretary of the Oregon Library 
Commission, and will assume her new du- 
ties at once. Her resignation as library 
instructor in Wisconsin was accepted by the 
Commission with regret, and resolutions 
were adopted expressing their appreciation 
of the valuable results in the Wisconsin 
library field due to Miss Marvin’s energy 
and capability. The members of the staff 
share in these sentiments of regret and of 
appreciation, and wish Miss Marvin in her 
new sphere that same measure of success 
which has attended her efforts in this state 
during the six years that she has been as- 
sociated with the Commission work. 

Nichols. Miss Nichols, librarian at Ft. 
Atkinson, is in the west on a leave of ab- 
sence for three months. 

Reily. Miss Jennie Reily has accepted 
the position of librarian in the Marshfield 
high school. 

Silverthorn. Miss Nellie Silverthorn, li- 
brarian at Wausau, sailed for Europe June 
3, to be gone till October. During her ab- 
sence Mrs. W. C. Dickens will act as libra- 
rian. 

BUILDINGS 


Appleton. Lawrence University’s new li- 
brary building will be located on a half 
block fronting on the college campus, be- 
tween College Avenue and Alton Street— 
known as the Peabody property. The site 
will cost $3,600, the following subscriptions 
having been secured for the purpose: Geo. 
F. Peabody, $1,000; Mrs. N. H. Brokaw, 
$1,000; C. B. Pride, $500; from other 
sources, $500. 


Madison. The local library board has 
contracted for the stack shelving for the 
new Carnegie library. There will be nine 
double tiers of shelves, each 15 feet in 
length and 5 feet apart. The arrangement 
is similar to that employed in the period- 
ical room of the State historical library. 


Cumberland. The new public library 
building will be constructed of Minneapolis 
gray pressed brick, with red sandstone 
trimming. The dimensions are planned to 
be 46x50, with a portico 6x18. Hard wood 
will be used throughout the interior, The 
first floor will comprise a reading room, 
16x27 feet; reference room, 10x16; libra- 
rian’s office, 9x9; children’s room, 16x27; 
stack room, 14x16. In the basement there 
will be a large hall. 


Elroy. Mayor P. Cleary is endeavoring 
to secure a Carnegie library building. 


Kaukauna. Geo. L. Smith has secured 
the contract for constructing the new li- 
brary building, his bid being $8,164. 


Monroe. The formal dedication of the 
new library building, erected by Henry, 
Willis and Edwin Ludlow in memory of 
their father, Arabut Ludlow, will take place 
during the summer, and it is planned to 
have the exercises out of doors. The build- 
ing was occupied May 1, the 6,000 vol- 
umes being transferred from the old quar- 
ters. The stack capacity is about 15,000. 
The main floor of the new building will be 
used exclusively for books, while the large 
room in the basement has been designed for 
literary meetings. This room will be the 
new home of the Woman’s club, and it will 
also be available for the use of other liter- 
ary societies. 

The building has been erected at a cost 
of $14,000 by the Ludlow brothers. The 
schoo! district will provide the furniture 
and chairs which will cost approximately 
$600; electric light fixtures, $300; cork car- 
pet, $300; window shades, $50. 

Portage. Mr. Andrew Carnegie has sig- 
nified his willingness to give $12,500 for a 
library building, and in an official commu- 
nication to the common council, Mayor 
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Tienert has urged the acceptance of the 
gift. The present combination of armory, 
city hall and library has proved unsatis- 
factory. The noise greatly interferes with 
library work. 

Rice Lake. The formal opening of the 
new Carnegie building occurred May 26, 
Rev. Father Schmit delivering the principal 
address. 

Ripon. The new library building in 
course of construction covers 50x70 feet. 


lVashburn. The new Carnegie library 
building was formally opened April 14. 
The structure cost $16,400; furniture, 
$1,506; fees of architect, $773; site, $1,300; 
miscellaneous, about $250. It is located on 
Washington avenue, the dimensions of the 
site being 140x100 feet, and of the building, 
50x70 feet. Brown sandstone, obtained 
from the local quarries, has been used in 
the construction of the building. 


Watertown. The sum of $20,000 for a li- 
brary building has been secured from An- 
drew Carnegie. Although one of the most 
recently established in the state, the Water- 
town public library is one of the most suc- 
cessful, and the erection of a suitable build- 
ing with modern equipment promises op- 
portunities for additional usefulness. 


Waupaca. A committee has been ap- 
pointed to take steps to secure a Carnegie 
building. 


Wausau. The speedy erection of a new 
library building in McIndoe park is now as- 
sured. Some time ago Andrew Carnegie 
offered the city $25,000 upon the usual con- 
ditions. A vote of the citizens resulted ad- 
versely, but the question was later recon- 
sidered and acted upon affirmatively. Mr. 
Walter Alexander tendered the city three 
lots on First street for a site, provided 
three additional lots adjacent were pur- 
chased, and the name McIndoe park given 
the tract. The council accepted both gifts, 
provided the citizens would purchase the 
property by means of a subscription. The 
sum of $4,875 has been raised in this man- 
ner, the subscriptions being: 

aad each—Mrs. D. L. Plummer, C. C. Yaw- 


“F250 each—C. J. Winton, Mathie Brewing 
Co., First National bank, National German- 
American bank, Marathon County bank. 

$150 each—W. H. Bissell, C. 8S. Curtis, B. 
Heinemann, W. L. Edmonds, F. P. Stone, 
Kreutzer, Bird & ee. 

125—G. D. Jon 

$100 each—H. G. “Tr iieth, E. B. Thayer, C. E. 
Turner, Barker & Stewart, Robt. Kieckbusch, 
S. M. Quaw, J. M. Manson, W. B. Scholfield, 
Geo. Ruder Brewing Co., M. A. Hurley, H. E. 
McEachron. 

$50 each—A. W. Trevitt, H. C. Stewart, F. 
L. Hudson. W. W. Albers, E. C. Zimmerman, 
W. H. Mylrea. 


The Ladies’ Literary club has subscribed 
$760 for the public library. 
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Wauwatosa. Leenhout’s & Guthrie’s 
plans for the librarv building addition have 
been accepted. It is hoped to have the ad- 
dition completed by September 1. There 
will be a reading room 25x31 feet, a chil- 
dren’s room, a lecture hall, and committee 
rooms, 


GIFTS 


Appleton. Mrs. G. A. Swift of Chicago 
has contributed $1,000 for the library fund 
of Lawrence university. President Plantz 
now has $42,000 pledged of the $50,000 
needed to bind the Carnegie gift of $50,000. 

Prof. I. N. Stewart of Milwaukee has 
sent the local library a, large number of 
books dealing with education in its various 
phases, 

Beloit. The City federation has voted to 
give the public library $50 for the purchase 
of chairs and shades for the assembly room. 

The giit of the Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution has been used to purchase 
130 children’s books. 

Fond du Lac. The music class of the 
Woman’s club has decided to purchase a 
piano for the auditorium of the public li- 
brary. A guarantee fund has been pledged 
by Mr. Henry Boyle, Mr. Wm. McDermott, 
and J. A. Merryman, and the music class 
will endeavor to raise the amount by giving 
a series of entertainments. 

Janesville. A framed portrait of Oliver 
Wendell Holmes has been given the library 
by the Philomathian club. 

Loyal. The village board has accepted a 
gift of about five hundred books from the 
Loyal Library Association, appointed a li- 
brary board, has rented a suitable building, 
and will soon arrange for organization. 

Orfordville. At a meeting held May 12, 
the village board accepted the gift of a li- 
brary of five hundred and sixteen volumes, 
and a bank account of one hundred and 
thirty-five dollars from the library associa- 
tion, now consisting of three members, 
ladies who originally started a Chautauqua 
study club. A library board has been ap- 
pointed and arrangements are being made 
to house the library. 

Oshkosh. Mrs. Leander Choate has pre- 
sented $500 to the library for the purchase 
of the Pickett collection of Indian relics. 
They were collected in Winnebago county 
by former County Clerk J. S. Pickett, a 
pioneer resident. 

Racine. A silver inkstand has been given 
the library by the Post Parliamentary club. 

Rib Lake. The library has recently been 
organized and has received a gift of eighty 
dollars from the lecture course association, 
the proceeds of the winter’s course. The 
money is to be expended for books and for 
additional shelving. 
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Washburn. Mr. O. A. Lamoreaux has 
a nineteen volumes of Captain 
farryat’s tales to the public library. 


Waukesha. The Beacon Lights club has 
given the library $15 for a bookcase for the 
librarian’s desk. 


Waupaca. The Woman’s club has given 
the library seventeen new books for their 
Shakespeare collection. 


NOTES 


Alma. The village board has appointed 
a library board which will work toward a 
subscription for books, and appropriation 
for maintenance in the fall. They have re- 
ceived a German and an English traveling 
library from the Commission as a nucleus. 


Colby. The library has been reorganized 
and about a hundred new books have been 
added to the shelves. The collection is un- 
usually good for the size of the town, and 
the books are in excellent condition. 


Delavan. Supt. E. W. Walker of the 
State school for deaf addressed the Library 
and Literary association April 17 on “Ideal 
Library Conditions in Delavan.” 


DePere. A finding list of Dutch books 
will be published by the library. 


Eau Claire. Miss Jean Hawkins contrib- 
uted a four-column article on “Books on 
Japan in the public library” to the Eau 
Claire Leader's issue of May 7. 


Fond du Lac. Mayor John Hughes has 
announced the following appointments on 
the library board, from July 1 next: For 
two years, C A. Galloway, Maj. E. R. Her- 
ren, J. C. Whittelsey; for three years, Dr. 
T. F. Mayham, Maurice Fitzsimmons, Jr., 
O. H. Eske. J. W. Watson retires after 
fifteen years of service. 


Janesville. Through the efforts of Mr. 
Hans Caemmerer the necessary funds have 
been secured for the purchase of a German 
traveling library, exchange being made 
semi-annually through the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission. 


Manitowoc. The public library has books 
in a larger number of foreign languages 
than any other library in the state. The 
following statistics of circulation for one 
week represent average use: German, 58; 
Bohemian, 17; Polish, 14; Norwegian, 5; 
French, I. 


Menasha. Miss Lucy L. Pleasants ad- 
dressed the school children in the library 
auditorium, February 26, on the care of 
books. Miss Alice Cheeseman told the 
story of Red Riding Hood effectively, and 
there was a musical program. Many new 
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cards were issued upon conclusion of the 
exercises. 

Merrill. The southeast room of the li- 
brary has been converted into a children’s 
room, and suitable furniture has been pro- 
vided. 

Milwaukee. William Plankinton, a trus- 
tee of the public library, died May 1. Mr. 
William Lindsey has been elected to suc- 
ceed him. 


Mineral Point. A card catalog has been 
installed in the public schools by Miss 


Delia Ovitz, of the Milwaukee normal 
school. 
Neenah. An arrangement has been en- 


tered into by the Neenah library board 
whereby privileges of the local institution 
are to be extended to Menasha citizens on 
their application being signed in due form 
by a Neenah citizen. 

New Richmond. Miss Louise Duve, of 
the Commission, has recently reorganized 
the library. Fifty dollars from the Bartlett 
bequest has just been expended on books of 
permanent value, and the council has ap- 
propriated one hundred dollars for the en- 
suing year. 

Oshkosh. Miss Emily Turner’s report 
for April shows a larger circulation of 
books than for any corresponding month 
in the library’s history—a total of 8,915. 
This was 311 more than in April of last 
year and 1,382 larger than in April, 1903. 

Prentice. The free association library 
owned by the Every Day Science club has 
had constantly increasing circulation since 
its recent organization. It is hoped that 
the village board will soon take over the 
library, establish under the state law, and 
give it adequate support. 

Racine. To convince the aldermen of 
the needs of the library, members of the 
council were invited to inspect the institu- 
tion, and they availed themselves of the in- 
vitation. As a result, an increased appro- 
priation for the support of the library is 
likely. The patronage has increased so 
rapidly that the former annual appropria- 
tion of $5,000 is inadequate. 


Rhinelander. Miss Mary A. Smith, li- 
brarian, is making a systematic effort to 
collect duplicate copies of magazines. The 
magazines heretofore secured in this way 
have helped largely to build up the library’s 
files of bound magazines. The library has 
also been enabled to furnish material that 
is in constant use in the schools. Thou- 
sands of magazines have been sent during 
the past three years to the lumber camps 
in the vicinity. 

Stevens Point. The men’s club room is 
proving very popular. The billiard table is 
not so objectionable as they feared it might 
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be on account of the noise. A great many 
street boys who have never had access to 
any respectable place of amusement spend 
their evenings in the room. 

Money taken in for the use of the bill- 
iard table will be used to render attractive 


the grounds surrounding the library build- 
ing. 

Superior. Two bird talks have been 
given in connection with the Audubon lan- 
tern slides which were sent out by the 
Commission. 





NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


Miss Cornetta Marvin, Library Instructor 


Book The folowing books new and old, 
list have recently been examined and 

found desirable for library use. 
Many of them are last year’s books. None 
of them have been in our previous lists, 
oe a few have } in the 4. L. A. 
asts. 


Non-fiction 
Adler. Marriage and _ divorce. McClure, 
net 50c. 
Religion of duty. McClure, net $1.20. 
Allen. Our navy and the Barbary corsairs. 
Houghton, net $1.5v. 
Bain. Scandinavia: a political history. 
ho a aie historical series.) Macmillan, 
Barry. Ernest Renan. Liter. 5 
Scribner, net $1. ee i 
Chancellor. History and government of the 
U. S. for evening school. American book 





co., 380c. 

Comstock. How to keep bees. Doubleday, 
ne 

Farmer. Food and cookery for the sick and 
convalescent. Little, net $1.50. 

Goldenberg. Lace, its origin and history. 
Brentano’s, net $1.50. 

Hasluck. Knotting and splicing ropes and 
= (“Work’’ handbooks.) McKay, 

ic 


Upholstery. (‘“‘Work’” handbooks.) 

McKay, 50c. 

Henderson. Modern ' econ of charity. 
Macmillan, net $3.5 

Kropotkin. Russian er McClure, 


net $2. 

McLain. Alaska and the Klondike. Mc- 
Clure, net 

Morris. soenentees tales: Spanish Ameri- 
ean. Lippincott, $1. 

Historical tales: the romance of real- 

ity: American. Ser. 2. Lippincott, $1. 

Old South leaflets, v.6. $1.50. 

Ostwald. Conversations on chemistry. pt. 
1. Wiley, $1.50. 

Peckham. Wasps, social and_ solitary. 
Houghton, net $1.50. 

Powell. The orchard and fruit garden. 
50” home library.) McClure, net 
1.5 








Reed. North Sgevieee birds’ eggs. Double- 
day, net $2. 

Reinach. The = of art throughout the 
ages. Scribner, net $2. 

Roberts. The horse. (Rural science series.) 
Macmillan, net $1.25. 

Schell. Hallowe’en festivities. Werner. 35c. 

Scott. From Franklin to Nansen: or of 
Arctic adventure. Lippincott. $1.2 

Scruggs. The Colombian and Daan re- 
publics. New ed. Little, $1.75. 

Social progess. 1905: a year book and ency- 
clopaedia of economic, ‘industrial. social 
and religious statistics. Baker, net $1. 


Thompson. On the road with a circus. New 
Amsterdam book co., $1. 

bee Pedagogues and parents. Holt, net 
$1.25. 

Younghusband. The heart of a continent: 
travels in Manchuria, across the Gobi des 
ert, through the Himalayas, the Pamirs 
and Hunza. Scribner, net $2. 

Fiction 

Beach. VPardners. McClure, $1.5v. 

Bennet. For the white Christ: a story of 
the days of Charlemagne. McClurg, $1.50. 

Cather. ‘The troll garden. McClure, $1.25. 

Connolly. On Tybee Knoll: a story of the 
Georgia coast. Barnes, $1.25. 

Cutting. Little stories of courtship. Mc- 
Clure, $1.25. 

kg The wing of love. McClure, 


mg mandy. Century, $1. 
a The beautiful lady. McClure, 
1.25. 


Children’s books 
Barnes. ‘The blockaders. Harper, 60c. 
Champlin. Young folks’ cyclopaedia of nat- 
ural history. Holt, $2.50. 
Costello. Nelson’s Yankee boy. Holt, $1.50. 
Froehlich and Snow. Textbook of art educa- 
tion. 5 v. Prang. bks. 1, 2, ea. 25c; bk. 
3, 30c: bks. 4, 5, ea. 45c. 
Fuller A bookful of girls. Putnam, $1.50. 
Grover. The outdoor primer. Rand, 25c. 
The overall boys. Rand, 45c. 
Haaren and Poland. Famous men of Greece. 
N. Y. Univ. pub. co., net 50c. 
—— Famous men of Rome. N. Y. Univ. 
pub. co., net 50c. 
Hale. Man without a country. School ed. 





Little, 25c. 

Pierson. Tales of a poultry farm. Dutton, 
net $1. 

Williston. Japanese fairy tales. Rand, net 
50c. 


For larger libraries 
American economics association. Papers and 
proceedings of the seventeenth annual 
meeting. Macmillan, $1. 
Blackburn. Life of Mendelsschn. (Bell's 
miniature series of musicians.) Macmil- 


lan, $1. 
Burton. The romance of Isabel, Lady Bur- 
ton. New cheaper ed. Dood, net $3.50. 
oe s0.° unveiling of Lhasa. Long- 
man 3 

Chsaaine. History of the United States. 
v. 1. Macmillan, net $2.50 

Farmer. Dictionary of slang and colloquial 
English. Dutton, $2.50. 

Fullerton. How to make a vegetable gar- 
den. Doubleday, net $2. 

Hale. Dramatists of today. Holt, net 
$1.50. 

Hanbury. Sport and travel in the north- 
land of Canada. Macmillan, net $4.50. 
Hasluck. Leather working. (‘“Work’”’ 

handbooks.) McKay, 50c. 
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Huneker. Iconoclasts: a book of dramatists. 
Scribner, net $1.50. 


Lang. Adventures among books. Long- 
mans, net $1.60. 
Macphail. Essays in Puritanism. Hough- 


ton, net $1.50. 


Ripley. Trusts, pools and _ corporations. 
Ginn, $1.80. 

Sargent. Manual of the trees of North 
America. Houghton, net $6. 

wns Italian backgrounds. Scribner, 
ne 2.50. 

Waite. Autobiography. 2 v. Century, net 
fo. 


Decoration of 
libraries. 


The Cincinnati public li- 
brary annual report for 1904 
contains an interesting sec- 
tion on the decoration of the children’s 
room, with full descriptions of the pictures 
and casts which have been very carefully 
selected. This will be of value to librarians 
who have new libraries and who intend to 
work out some scheme of decoration. 


Plays for 


amateurs. 


In response to a request, 
inquiries have been made in 
regard to good collections of 
plays for amateur theatricals. Those is- 
sued by Walter H. Baker, 5 Hamilton 
Place, Boston, and by The Dramatic Pub- 
lishing Company, 358 Dearborn St., Chi- 
cago, are said to be good. They both issue 
catalogs of plays, dialogues, and recitations 
which may be had upon application. The 
Suggestive list contains some of the older 
standard collections, and single plays may 
be found in some back numbers of maga- 
zines. 


Stamps and 
coins 


Stevens & Co., 69 Dear- 
born St., Chicago, have a 
new, Tully illustrated edition 
of their coin book, which will be sent to 
any library for toc. There is such a gen- 
eral interest in stamps and coins that every 
library ought to have some material, espe- 
cially for the children who are interested, 
and who are proud to see their collections 
displayed in the library. The St. Nicholas 
has for some years had a stamp page. The 
Scott Stamp and Coin Co., 18 East 23d St., 
New York, issues a postage stamp catalog 
giving the date of issue, description and 
value of every postage stamp that has been 
issued by any government. They will send 
the 1904 edition of this catalog to any li- 
brary for 58c. This is a good beginning, 
and almost indispensable for collectors who 
wish to identify stamps and to know their 
value. They will send their lists and ad- 
vertising material upon request. Librarians 
have 10 per cent discount on the publica- 
tions listed in their pamphlets. 

The C. H. Mekeel Stamp & Publishing 
Co., St. Louis, Mo., issues a periodical, 
Mekeel’s Stamp Collector, 50c a year, or 
three vears $1. 

J. C. Morgenthau & Co., 87 Nassau St, 
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New York, is a stamp dealer whose price 
list it will be well to have. 

There are great educational possibilities 
in stamp collecting. It seems a legitimate 
thing for the children’s librarians to en- 
courage. 


Some more The most attractive de- 


pamphlets scriptive material on Yellow- 
stone Park is issued annu- 
ally in JVonderland, published by the 


Northern Pacific Railway company. These 
pamphlets are beautifully illustrated and 
have good text. The 1905 edition, just out, 
is especially fine, and contains several pages 
on the Lewis and Clark exposition, and de- 
scriptions of other parts of ‘the west. This 
will be sent for 6c, upon application to 
A. M. Cleland, G. P. A., Northern Pacific 
Railway, St. Paul, Minn. Back numbers 
should be secured if possible. 

The Hamburg-American line, 35 Broad- 
way, has just mailed a very attractive 
pamphlet on Cruises to the land of the mid- 
night sun. 

Shreve & Co., Post and Market streets, 
San Francisco, Cal., will send to libraries 
their Emerald book and Watch book, a 
brief history of the watch from the earliest 
date to modern times. The Elgin Watch 
Co., Elgin, Ill., will also send an illustrated 
history of watches. Of course all this is 
advertising material, but it is attractive, in- 
teresting, and useful to libraries. 


Miss Moore, children’s libra- 
rian at Pratt Institute, has an 
excellent article on the story 
hour in the April Library Journal. Hough- 
ton, Mifflin & Co. have just published 
Bryant’s How to tell stories for children 
at $1 net. 


Story 
hour 


Miss Helen Price of Mer- 
rill is the first librarian in 
the state to plan system- 
atic teaching for adult foreigners. Her 
class is very successful. There are ten pu- 
pils who come to the library every Monday 
evening, eight men and two women, all 
German-speaking people. A class of five 
Norwegian immigrants are receiving their 
first start in the English language from 
the Norwegian minister, and later they will 
come to the library for help in the choice 
of books. Miss Price is using Chancellor’s 
book, Reading and language lessons for 
evening schools, with Harrington & Cun- 
ningham’s book for suggestions for percep- 
tion cards, by which she gives them the 
new words. The New education readers, 
published by the American Book Co., are 
being used for suggestions in giving them 
the sounds. Miss Price writes that she 
means to begin work with the Greek col- 
ony shortly. 


English classes 
for foreigners 
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In this connection it may be well to note 
Chancellor’s new book, History and gov- 
ernment of the United States for evening 
schools, American Book Co., 30c. 


Voter's 
day 


This work with foreigners ranks 
next in importance to the school 
work, especially in a state like Wis- 
consin, where there are so many foreign- 
ers who do not understand our institutions, 
and who can not get any intelligent idea 
of them because of their inability to read 
English. It would be a good plan for our 
librarians to have a voter’s day once a year, 
somewhat similar to that annually held in 
Boston, with the aim of instilling the right 
idea of government and citizenship. This 
is something that ought to be carried on by 
some organization outside the library, but 
since it is not a usual thing, the library 
might undertake it to a limited extent. 
That is, have some one day on which the 
books which tell what national, state, and 
municipal government is, and what the 
ethics of citizenship are, also the biogra- 
phies of great Americans and the simpler 
histories of our country, might be made 
conspicuous. Representative citizens might 
be asked to give a few talks which would 
be inspirational and _ instructive. . This 
should be made to apply not only to for- 
eigners, but to American young men as 
well. 


Lists of 


The Minneapolis public 
foreign books 


library will soon print a list 
of Norwegian and Swedish 
books for public libraries. There has been 
quite a demand for such lists, and none has 
been available. The Wisconsin Commis- 
sion has issued, and has for distribution, a 
list of German books for public libraries. 
The Bulletin of the Enoch Pratt free li- 
brary of Baltimore contains lists of Bohe- 
mian books; the Milwaukee and the Buf- 
falo public libraries each has a pamphlet 
list of Polish books; the New York public 
library Monthly list of additions for Janu- 
ary, 1905, contains 134 titles of Hungarian 
books for public libraries, many of them 


translations of American and_ English 
works. 

Care of Miss Hewins’ “‘Goop” verse 
books in a recent number of the Li- 


brary Journal has become very 
popular among the children’s librarians. 
The Democrat Printing Co. plan to print 
this on slips or on a card 12x18 inches for 
posting. These large cards would cost 10c 
postpaid. The Commission is also plan- 
ning a book-mark on caring for books. If 
librarians are interested, we might plan a 
slip about the size of a “seven day” slip, to 
be tipped in at the head of the first chapter, 
to serve as a reminder in regard to turning 
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down leaves, wetting fingers, etc. Any- 
thing that can be done to keep the books 
in better condition ought to be done, and 
suggestions will be very welcome. 

One librarian writes: ‘Half the trouble 
lies with the people who do the desk work. 
They do not pay enough attention to the 
condition of books when received. The 
care of books in our library is something 
dreadful. Each time I go to the desk I am 
obliged to reprimand children or to send 
them home without books. I have recently 
decided that if the circulation runs con- 
siderably lower, I shall refuse to give 
books to children who will not care for 
them. I have come to the conclusion that 
the free text book system has a good deal 
to do with it. The children in the schools 
treat books abominably.” 

In this connection, attention may be 
called again to the value of the Chivers 
books bound from sheets. A copy of The 
masquerader, which will last as long as the 
paper will hold together, will cost $1.50. 
This slight addition to the price certainly 
means very little when considered in con- 
nection with the time saved in mending, 
preparation for the bindery, and the addi- 
tional use of the book, which need never 
be sent from the library. 


Printed The A. L. A. Publishing 
cards Board has decided not to issue 

cards for the Industrial Com- 
mission set, but to recommend those 
printed by the Library of Congress. This 
set has 74 cards and costs 75c. The Pub- 


lishing Board is printing cards for volume 
six of the Old South leaflets. About 324 
cards are required for the entire six vol- 
umes, at a cost of $2.45. Libraries who 
wish to order cards for partial sets of the 
Smithsonian annual reports should write at 
once to the A. L. A .Publishing Board, 

1%4 Beacon St., Boson, as they are about 
to send the copy to the printer and after 
that orders will not be received except for 
the entire set. 


Most libraries which have 
the current trade lists, the 
Monthly cumulative book in- 
dex or the Publishers’ weekly, 
reserve them exclusively for library use. 
These things should be well advertised in 
the newspapers and library bulletins, that 
professional people in town, and the stu- 
dents, may know that the library has some 
record which will enable them to find what 
new books are being published in which 
they are particularly interested. Such pub- 
lications ought to serve the whole commu- 
nity. The dentist may be interested in 
keeping up with new books in his profes- 
sion.. The teachers will certainly find them 


Public use 
of the 
trade lists 
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useful. It is true that their professional 
periodicals will give most new books, but 
this systematic record will help many who 
are not librarians. 


Books for The plan of having library 
Sunday stations in Sunday schools has 
schools been most successful in many 


eastern places. The Sunday 
school library should contain the sectarian 
books and aids which do not properly be- 
long in the public library, but further than 
that need not be built up. If a regular sta- 
tion can not be established in each Sunday 
school, the librarian may certainly allow 
teachers to come to the liprary on Saturday 
for selection of books to be issued on Sun- 
day, returning on Monday those which are 
not drawn. It is all along the line of hav- 
ing individual help in book selection and 
the guidance which cannot be given at the 
general loan desk. Librarians are losing a 
great opportunity if they do not cooperate 
with the various church organizations— 
missionary societies, Sunday schools, young 
people’s societies, etc. They may be helped 
as systematically as the day schools. 


Library 
furniture 


The Commission has to loan 
to Wisconsin libraries draw- 
ings of a sloping case, book 
bin, cleaning frame, bulletin board with 
shelf, and periodical case, The librarian at 
Rhinelander reports that she has recently 
bought from the Library Bureau some very 
satisfactory one-half inch shelf label hold- 
ers for her picture case. These will be 
equally good for periodical pigeon hole 
cases. The price is the same as that for 
the standard size label holders, $7.50 a hun- 
dred. 
Library A librarian would be fortu- 
economties 

one in whose ability she had 
confidence, to examine her library every 
few years to see where time or materials 
were wasted, or were given without ade- 
quate results. The end of the fiscal year 
would be a good time for such examina- 
tion, and if it is not possible to have a spe- 
cialist to inquire into the methods used and 
results attained, it might be well to call 
upon a neighboring librarian for the same 
service, or for the librarian herself to ex- 
amine closely her records and expense ac- 
counts to see if there is not waste in some 
place, or how ‘the organization and records 
could be improved. The accession book, 
such as has been used, is too expensive a 
record for the ordinary public library for 
which the funds are inadequate, and where 
the demand can not in any way be met. 
We will all agree that careful book selec- 
tion, personal work with patrons, system- 
atic school work, and a good catalog are 


nate if she might have some-. 
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more necessary than some records which 
serve the librarian alone, if that record is 
not essential to a proper system of ac- 
counts. Librarians have of late proposed 
discarding call numbers in fiction, most of 
them do not keep binding and with- 
drawal books, some of them have discarded 
the registration book, preferring to keep 
both numerical and alphabetical record on 
cards. The last plan does not seem wise; 
the numerical report in book form saves 
time and space, and secures greater accu- 
racy. This does not apply to the accession 
book, as it is not necessary to have a num- 
ber for each book aside from the call num- 
ber. Other librarians discard the alpha- 
betical blank, and ask the applicants to sign 
the registration book, thus necessitating the 
writing of an index to the registration 
book, which is ordinarily furnished by the 
application blanks. All of these things may 
not be improvements, but this is certainly 
a good time to consider them. Dropping 
call numbers for fiction certainly saves 
much time. Personal letters in regard to 
real economies in library administration 
will be welcomed. 


New 


documents 


The Bureau of Forestry has 
issued part of A primer of for- 
estry. This volume is on prac- 
tical forestry, and is as attractive and use- 
ful as the first volume. It may be had by 
libraries upon application. The regular 
price is 30c. 

The Philippine census report, in four 
volumes, should also be secured by public 
libraries. Libraries which can not get the 
document catalog issued monthly by the 
Superintendent of Documents should cer- 
tainly have the monthly lists of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, which will be sent 
without charge, and might well subscribe 
for Government publications, published 
monthly at 160 Prospect St. N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. Subscription price, 50c a 
year. 

The Year book of the Department of 
Agriculture, is now out. Apply to the de- 
partment if not already on. mailing list. 

Special census reports are of great value, 
the one on Mines being of particular inter- 
est. 


A Wisconsin Librarian George W. 
Librarian’s Peckham of Milwaukee, in 
Book on Wasps collaboration with Mrs. 


Elizabeth G. Peckham, has 
written a book on Wasps, social and soli- 
tary. Although untechnical in form, and 
as readable as romance, the work possesses 
all the value of a record of observations 
and conclusions by trained scientists. Mr. 
and Mrs. Peckham have long been recog- 
nized as leading authorities in their special 
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field, and in this book they have demon- 
strated that they have the gift of rendering 
intensely interesting the narrative of the 
doings of the yellow-jacketed folk. It is a 
book that ought to be secured by every 
public library in Wisconsin. 

Mr. John Burroughs, who has contrib- 
uted an introduction of sympathy and in- 
sight, well says that it is “a wonderful 
record of patient, exact and loving observa- 
tion which has all the interest of a 
romance.” He adds: “It opens up a world 


QUESTION BOX 
CONDUCTED BY MR, FRANK A. HUTCHINS 


[NoTeE.—Questions and answers in this de 
partment must necessarily be brief. Librarians 
and directors must sometimes consider pecu- 
liar local conditions in applying principles, es- 
pecially in larger libraries, as this department 
is intended for libraries with meager incomes. ] 


What is the best method of securing, 
a gift from Mr. Carnegie for a lbrary 
building in a small town? 


We can only state the method usually 
successful. Write Mr. Carnegie stating 
population and the need for a building. A 
typewritten letter of six lines is better than 
a longer one. Do not exaggerate or dwell 
on local or personal troubles. Mr. Carne- 
gie’s secretary has the latest census reports 
and does not care how you overcome local 
prejudices or ignorance. If your request 
seems to have merit you will receive a 
blank with spaces for the essential facts 
about your library and community. 


What conditions does Mr. Carnegie im- 
pose? 


That your council or village board pledge, 
by formal resolution, to furnish a suitable 
site and appropriate annually at least ten 
per cent. of the amount of his gift to main- 
tain the library. He does not require that 
the library bear his name, though all his 
beneficiaries are anxious to make some 
recognition of their appreciation. This 
generally takes the form of a simple tablet 
on the wall of the main entrance. As to 
the expenditure of the gift Mr. Carnegie’s 
rules are so wise and manifestly liberal 
that boards are uniformly pleased with his 
good sense and substantial justice. The 
spirit behind his gifts is shown in the fol- 
lowing from a recent interview with him. 
In referring especially to his gifts to li- 
braries he said: “I know of no pleasure 
in life which for me is comparable to cre- 
ating a library which is not mine when cre- 
ated, but belongs to the people. A library 
is a cradle of democracy. I hope to set in 
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of Lilliput right at our feet, wherein the 
little people amuse and delight us with 
their curious human foibles and whimsical- 
ities, and surprise us with their intelligence 
and individuality. Such a queer little peo- 
ple as it reveals to us, so whimsical, so 
fickle, so fussy, so forgetful, so wise and 
yet so foolish, such victims of routine and 
yet so individual—verily a queer little peo- 
ple, with a lot of wild nature about them, 
and of human nature, too.” 


motion systems of wise and _ practical 
benevolence in which what fortune I have 
may be wisely and profitably employed by 
those who come after me. * * * It is 
not what I am able to give but what I am 
able to induce others to give which does 
the real good I seek to accomplish.” 

A library board or community with any 
fair measure of Mr. Carnegie’s spirit will 
find it a pleasure to co-operate with him in 
this work. 


In case he offers a gift what are the next 
steps? 


Even before the offer is received get op- 
tions on suitable sites. More trouble has 
arisen from contests over sites than from 
all other causes connected with such build- 
ings. Because (1) property owners fre- 
quently demand a higher price for lots to 
be used for public purposes. And (2) local 
jealousies develop when selfish interests 
have time to create trouble. The next step 
is to have the gift formally accepted by the 
common council or village board by resolu- 
tion and ordinance under the provisions of 
section 931a, chapter 310, laws of IgoI. 
This statement needs emphasis. Mr. Car- 
negie usually asks that his offer be accepted 
by resolution, a form of action that is un- 
doubtedly satisfactory under the laws and 
customs of some eastern states, but is not 
under our laws. A copy of the resolution 
and ordinance should then be sent to Mr. 
Carnegie. The council will find it a pleas- 
ure to convey with this a formal statement 
of the appreciation of the gift by the com- 
munity. The next step is the purchase of 
a site. Mr. Carnegie’s secretary should 
then be notified and he will forward in- 
structions for further action. 


How should plans for a building be se- 
cured? 

The board should select a good building 
committee and this committee should make 
haste slowly, at first. The board and com- 
mittee should first settle definitely the pur- 
poses of the library. This may not be as 
easy as it seems. When a library has been 
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managed in one room the community may 
not be able to decide wisely and quickly 
just what additional activities may be 
wisely added and how much space should 
be reserved for each. The building com- 
mittee should include a man of good judg- 
ment and practical experience in building 
even if it is necessary to appoint some one 
who is not a member of the board. The 
committee, and other trustees and citizens, 
if possible, should visit some modern li- 
brary buildings costing about the sum 
available. Write to the Free Library Com- 
mission for literature on this subject. The 
American Library Association has issued a 
tract upon it. Until lately one-third of 
the money put into library buildings has 
been wasted. Hundreds of such buildings 
have been built. Take time to profit by the 
mistakes and successes of others. Beware 
of the man who knows it all. For conven- 
ence in all this work get from the Free Li- 
brary Commission the convenient little 
pocket edition of the Laws of Wisconsin 
relating to free public libraries which 
you will receive without cost. 


Have Mr. Carnegie’s gifts been beneficial 
and popular? 

Yes. He has made 44 offers of gifts for 
buildings in Wisconsin, including two to 
colleges. Of these offers, two have been 
refused on account of local troubles, two 
have not yet been acted upon and one city 
accepted a local gift offered later. Occa- 
sionally there has been opposition to the 
acceptance of a gift on account of some 
misunderstanding, but patience, tact and 
fuller knowledge always win a large ma- 
jority of sensible citizens. The best proof 
of the value of these gifts is found in the 
fact they are increasingly popular with the 
communities that have received them. 


METHODS FOR KEEPING BOOKS 
CLEAN 


In Public Libraries for May was a note 
about cleaning soiled book covers with 
gasoline. We have tried this method dur- 
ing the last month with great success. 
Soiled covers and edges can be freshened 
to look like new. 

To clean the leaves of books we have 
found nothing better than powdered pumice 
stone, but it takes an infinite amount of 
time and patience. In fact it takes so much 
time that few librarians can spend their 
ewn or their assistant’s time cleaning 
books leaf by leaf. Children, however, can 
always be interested in anything pertain- 
ing to the children’s room and are careful 
little workers. 

One Saturday about three weeks ago we 
invited children personally and through the 
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library column in the newspaper to come 
and help us clean the soiled books. About 
fifteen children came in the forenoon and 
worked busily and enthusiastically from 
nine to twelve. Each child cleaned about 
five books. In all we cleaned nearly one 
hundred books that morning. We intend 
to have another cleaning party soon. It 
seems an excellent way of teaching better 
care of the books. 
KATHARINE D, CRAMER, 
Oconto, Wis. 


The Appleton library has 
had two exhibits which have 
proved very interesting. The 
first was a fine collection of 
old books, some very curious and rare. 
Attention was called to the colophon and 
other characteristics of old books. The 
other collection, which was even more ap- 
preciated, was one of old school books, 
containing the first and second geographies 
written and printed in the United States, a 
collection of geographies used fifty and 
sixty years ago, and all the “Lindley Mur- 
ray” grammars, readers and spelling books, 
the Sanders readers, the New England 
primer and some funny and fascinating 
books “to amuse and instruct infant 
minds,” ete. 

The librarian plans a collection of early 
editions, one of fine bindings, and another 
of old newspapers and almanacs. They 
have the papers telling of Washington’s 
funeral, and of Lincoln’s assassination and 
a number of curious old almanacs. Un- 
doubtedly many of the public libraries 
could have similar collections. 


Interesting 
book 
exhibits 


Libraries in Miss Emily Turner, li- 
Winnebago _brarian at Oshkosh, reports 
county concerning county libraries: 


“It is a pleasure to report 
that the Winnebago county traveling li- 
braries are in good condition. As a result 
of their appropriation made by the county 
board a year ago, four new libraries of fifty 
books each have been added, making a total 
of thirty-one libraries with 1,710 books. 
Of these, twenty-seven libraries are out in 
circulation, one is promised to a new sta- 
tion and three are left in Oshkosh for ex- 
change. Eureka, Omro and Winneconne 
have two libraries each on account of the 
demand for books in these places. 
“Statistics furnished by the librarians in 
charge of the different stations show that 
since the system was started four years 
ago, these books have circulated 15,856 
times, or nearly ten times for each book. 
It is an old saying that ‘figures do not lie,’ 
but my own experience convinces me that 
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they tell only a part of the truth. When 
a book shows by its card that it has been 
drawn ten times, that of course means that 
the book has gone into ten different hands, 
but there is no way of telling how many 
persons in each house have read that par- 
ticular. book. In all probability, the book 
has been read three or four times for each 
time it has been drawn. In a few cases, li- 
braries have been returned to us showing 
no record of circulation kept, and I want 
to take this opportunity to urge the li- 
brarians of the different stations to keep an 
accurate account on the cards provided for 
this purpose of the number of times each 
book is drawn.” 


CLEAN HANDS 
CLEAN CARDS 
CLEAN BOOKS 

















Menasha Public Library. 


The holder of this card will receive a pic- 


ture when.______-- returns _______ book ten times 


























Menasha. <A talk on the care of library 
books was given recently to the school 
children by the librarian in the auditorium 
of the library. The number of children 
who accepted the invitation was a surprise 
to the hostess, who had hardly prepared 
for the crowd which packed the hall to the 
doors, but some of the older boys vol- 
unteered to bring chairs from the base- 
ment and everybody was accommodated 
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with a seat. The quantity of flowers 
brought by the pupils served to decorate 
the room very effectively and a number of 
flags added a touch of color to the scene. 

The librarian spoke to the children on 
the importance of taking care of the li- 
brary books. Books, she said, were greatly 
injured by handling with dirty hands, 
turning down the corners of the leaves, 
wetting the fingers to turn the pages, lay- 
ing open face downward on dirty tables, 
etc. She said that much of the book fund 
went to replace old books instead of buy- 
ing new ones and explained to her audi- 
ence that by taking care of the books they 
could help to buy new ones for the library. 
Many hands were held up to signify will- 
ingness to help in this good work. She 
then announced that a number of new 
books had been placed on a table in the 
reading room and every child wishing to 
take one should substitute one of the new 
cards for his old one. The new cards bear 
the motto “Clean hands, clean cards, clean 
books,” and a few lines stating that every 
time the book was returned in good condi- 
tion it would be stamped by the librarian 
and ten of these stamps would entitle the 
holder to a pretty picture and ten pictures 
to a library badge or button. The atten- 
tion of the audience was then called to a 
very effective bulletin arranged by Miss 
Northrup showing the different books 
=— had been damaged by careless hand- 
ing. 

After the talk Miss Alice Cheeseman 
told the story of Red Riding Hood so ef- 
fectively that the children stood on their 
chairs to listen. At the close she was ap- 
plauded vociferously. Miss Anna Lloyd 
then played a march and the audience was 
dismissed in good order. 

A great number of the new cards were 
issued before the library closed at six 
o'clock. 


Three 
notable 
centenaries 


The year 1905 gives li- 
brarians an opportunity to 
celebrate three notable cen- 
tenaries—those of Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen, Goethe, and Don Quixote. 
The Carnegie library of Pittsburgh has fit- 
tingly observed the Andersen centenary by 
holding special story hours for the children 
at which Andersen’s fairy stories were told. 
The children’s room were made gay with 
attractive picture bulietins and the volumes 
containing Andersen’s fairy tales were 
placed on special “story hour” shelves. As 
a consequence the Andersen fairy tales 
have become so popular with the children 
that, although the library has altogether 
284 volumes of the stories, it has been 
found impossible to supply the demand. 
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The address of Prof. 
Frederick Jackson Turner 
of the University of Wis- 
consin at the dedication of 
the John Carter Brown library at Provi- 
dence, and other addresses on the same oc- 
casion, have been printed in book form by 
the Committee of Management. Prof. 
Turner’s address is full of suggestion for 
the scholar and the investigator, and well 
repays careful reading, even by those who 
had the privilege of hearing it. The worth 
of history in social education is thus suc- 
cintly and forcibly epitomized by Prof. 


Turner: 

History is a study worthy to be fostered. 
It lies at the foundation of all the social stud- 
ies, both in matter and in method. History is 
nothing less than the study by which the pres- 
ent. age attempts to understand itself by trac- 
ing its origins from the past and by compre- 
hending how deeply the past is embedded in 
the present. 

Thus conceived as the effort of the present 
age to understand itself, history cannot be lim- 
ited to any single department of society. It 
has been defined as ‘past politics.” But it is 
more than this. It is the study of all the 
lines of human activity and social institutions 
in their development. Each age studies the 
history of the past anew with reference to the 
conditions which dominate its interests. The 
historical method has been used to reconstruct 
the study of economics, law, politics, art, liter- 
ature, language, religion. Its method of criti- 
cism of texts, its synthesis of material, the 
data which it supplies, are fundamental to that 
group of studies of society which in our own 
time are winning so large a share of the at- 
tention once concentrated on the classics. 


Prof. Turner's 
address at 
Providence 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TIONS 


There are in this state two active asso- 
ciations of librarians—the State Associa- 
tion and the Fox River Valley Associa- 
tion. Dr. E. A. Birge is president of the 
former and Hon. H. P. Bird of the latter. 
The Wisconsin Valley Library Association 
has held no meeting since 1890, and the 
Northern Wisconsin Library Association 
has also failed to meet for a number of 
years. 

As the constitutions of the State and 
Fox River Valley Associations have never 
been printed, they are given herewith for 
the information of librarians: 


WISCONSIN STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


1. This Association shall be called the Wis- 
eonsin State Library Association. 

2. Its object shall be to promote the library 
interests of the state of Wisconsin. 

8. Apy person interested in promoting the 
object of the Association may become a mem- 
ber by vote of the Executive Board and the 
payment to the Treasurer of the annual as- 
sessment. 

4. The officers of the Association shall con- 
sist of a. President, Vice-Presidents, a Secre- 
tary and a Treasurer to be elected by ballot at 
the annugl meeting. The President, First 
Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer shall 
constitute the Executive Board, which shall 
have power to act for the Association in in- 
tervals between its meetings. 

5. The Association shall hold annual meet- 
ings at such times and places as the Pxecu- 
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tive Board may designate. The Executive 
Board may also call other meetings and fix the - 


times and places. 

6. The annual assessment shall be fifty 
cents. No officer, committee, or member of 
the Association shall incur any debt in its 
name, nor shall the Treasurer make any pay- 
ment, unless authorized by specific vote of 
the Executive Board. 

7. This constitution may be amended by 
three-fourths vote of those present at any 
stated meeting, notice of the proposed change 
having been given in the call for the meeting. 


FOX RIVER VALLEY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


1. This Association shall be known as the 
Fox River Valley Library Association. 

2. Its object shall be to promote the jnter- 
ests of libraries. Any friends of libraries 
may become members by paying a yearly fee 
of fifty cents. 

3. Its. officers shall be a President, a Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer, whose du- 
ties shall be those which usually pertain to 
such offices. 

4. The officers shall constitute an Execu- 
tive Committee with power to call meetings, 
arrange programs and have general charge of 
the work of the Association. ‘They shall hold 
their offices for terms of one year. 

5. This constitution may be amended by a 
majority vote of those present at any regularly 
called meeting. 


The State Association has been in ex- 
istence since 1891, and the Fox River Val- 
ley Association since 1898, meetings hav- 
ing been held as follows: 


STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

1891— Madison 1899— Milwaukee 
18938—Chicago 1899—Madison 
1894—Beaver Dam 1900—Madison 
1895—Madison 1901—Eau Claire 
1896—Racine 1902—Madison 
1897—Milwaukee 1904—Milwaukee 
1898—Evanston, Ill. 1905—Beloit 


FOX RIVER VALLEY ASSOCIATION 


1898-——Menasha 1901—Waukesha 
1899—Fond du Lae 1992—Oshkosh 
1900—Appleton 1903—Marinette 
1900—Green Bay 1904-—Manitowoc 

The next meeting of the Fox River Val- 
ley Association will be held at Fond du 
Lac. The place of next meeting of the 
State Association has not been determined. 


THE READERS’ GUIDE 


Minneapolis, June 6, 1905.—We shall not 
be able to deliver the Readers’ i 
1900-1904, before September Ist. 
sume that its use would be limited during 
the summer months and we find it neces- 
sary to postpone the publication date 
since the checking and compiling is quite 
tedious. Very truly yours, 

THe H. W. Witson CoMPANy. 


FOR SALB 


The Chautauquan, 1880-81, 1881-82, 1883- 
84, 3 vols., bound. 

Scribners, vols. 15-21, 7 vols.. bound. 

Harper's Magazine, vols. 36, 37, 52, 53, 60, 
61. 6 vols., bound. 

Blue books for 1873-1903, 21 vols. 

J. R. BERRYMAN, 
Madison, Wis. 








